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Abstract

Given the changes in fertility over the past three
decades in Iran, it seems important to study the issue
of change in the ideals and tendencies of female
fertility in order to understand reproductive
behaviors and changes in population growth. The
purpose of this study is a comparative study of
fertility ideals of rural and urban women living in
Sarpol-e Zahab city. Data were collected using a
survey conducted on 382 households in the summer
of 1399 and then analyzed. Findings show that about
half of the respondents in the current situation
consider only two children suitable. 8.6% have only
one child and 6.8% say it is better not to have
children. 17% of the respondents mentioned three
children and 12.8% mentioned four children as the
ideal number of children for Iranian families. The
results also show the difference between the
opinions of rural and urban women about their
ideals. The average of ideal children for families is
1.8 among urban women and 3.09 among rural
women. Sexual preference, adherence to large
family values, and gender inequality were higher
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